THE 2018 JUDITH SANDERSON LEGACY OF LEADERSHIP AWARD
The Judith Sanderson Legacy of Leadership Award is given biannually to an AAUW Colorado member for
contributions to AAUW’s mission and leadership at the branch, state or national level — or a combination thereof
with emphasis on contributions at the state level. The recipient will be honored at the annual State Convention in
even-numbered years.
Purpose: To honor and recognize
outstanding AAUW service and
support of AAUW’s mission —
advancing equity for women and girls
through advocacy, education,
philanthropy, and research.
Past Recipients:
 2006 – Judy Sanderson
 2008 – Sue Bodis
 2010 – Betsy Loague
 2012 – Lois Florkey
 2014 – Betty Flaten
 2016 – Diane Fuchs
Criteria: The nominee
 Has served on the State Board

and/or a State Committee for two
or more terms.
 Supports the mission of AAUW by
guiding and inspiring other
women and girls to participate in
AAUW programs and activities.
 Promotes excellent working
relationships with all members to
accomplish AAUW goals.
 Has been an AAUW member for
ten years, five of which have been
in Colorado.

Nomination for the Award to Elaine Gardner
Submitted by Betsy Loague
AAUW of Colorado has lost one of its outstanding
members. Colorado’s legislative “guru”, Elaine Gardner,
passed away September 20, 2017. The state Lobby Corps was
established in 1982 under Elaine’s leadership. Along with
Bette Hutchinson and Ida Berger, these lobbyists attended
each legislative session focusing on pending legislation and
issues pertaining to the AAUW Public Policy Program for
twenty-five years. Monitoring both Houses of
Representatives and Senate, they attended hearings,
sometimes testifying, followed the progression of bills, and
lobbied legislators. In addition, Elaine published the
Legislative Update, a newsletter written to keep members
informed of actions by the Colorado legislators, and to share
information about upcoming legislation.
Elaine led the annual Legislative Update session at the
state’s February Legislative meeting, apprising members of
bills already introduced and of possible future issues
expected for the current session. It was always one of the
highlights of the meetings.
Upcoming local November elections dominated much of
Elaine’s time in September and October as branches
requested her help as branch speaker, forum moderator, or
member of a panel. Her work at the state house afforded her
the opportunity to know legislators throughout the state,
(Continued on page 3)

TESTIMONIALS AND MEMORIES
Elaine Gardner’s Friends and Associates Speak Up
Elaine was a fixture at the
Colorado General Assembly for
many years as AAUW Colorado
volunteer lobbyist and kept her
keen eye on education and
gender equity bills -- and on the
legislators who deliberated
them. Her insights into process
and influence laid a solid
foundation for me as nextgeneration AAUW Colorado
volunteer lobbyist, and I know
that current and future
generations of AAUW Colorado
volunteer lobbyists will feel a
deep debt of gratitude to Elaine
as well.

work and dedication in helping
us create an organized lobbying
program in Colorado, which
advocated for all the values
expressed in the national AAUW
public policy program, that
AAUW-CO is respected at the
state capitol. Working primarily
with Ida Berger and Betty
Hutchinson, they dedicated
themselves to following bills
going through the Colorado
legislature. It was a highlight of
every Public Policy Day to hear
Elaine give the legislative
report. She also helped the
Public Policy Committee guide
-- AAUW Colorado President members through a wide variety
Amy Blackwell of election issues related to the
AAUW mission.
____________
But Elaine was also a mentor and
AAUW-CO has been incredibly
a friend. She taught me so much
blessed by your mother, Elaine
about the legislative process at
Gardner. It is because of her
both the national and state

level. And she taught me about
the importance of working
together so that everyone knew
what AAUW-CO stood for and
how to move our public policy
forward.
I appreciated Elaine's patience as
I worked my way through
learning how to be an advocate
for AAUW and our mission. Her
true legacy is the work that we
in Colorado continue to do to
achieve equity and education for
women and girls.
Sue Bodis, Past President COAAUW, Legacy of Leadership
Awardee 2008, Aurora Branch
____________
In addition to having Elaine as a
gracious friend, I had the good
fortune of working with her on
both sides of the “glass”. My
earliest association was as an
AAUW Branch member with an
interest in public policy and an
appetite to learn more. Elaine
was a marvelous teacher with a
great desire and ability to
mentor people as advocates,
especially around her signature
issues of education and the
environment. Then I worked
with her as a partner in advocacy
at the Colorado General
Assembly, as I worked side by
side as a social justice advocate.
Then, after my election to the
General Assembly, Elaine often
lobbied me. While we usually
were in agreement on issues,
she was always the consummate
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advocate, succinctly stating her
case and always acting
professionally. In addition to
stating her case, if asked she
would tell you what the other
side was saying.
Colorado AAUW was very
fortunate to have Elaine’s
passion to create an excellent
and respected State Public Policy
Program and to have her
skillfully representing the
organization at the state
legislature.
Betty Boyd
Member of Colorado House
(2001-06), Senate (2006-2013),
AAUW CO Public Policy Co-Chair,
Lakewood Branch Member
____________
Thoughts about Elaine Gardner
When I first joined AAUW I
mainly knew Elaine’s work
through her yearly legislative
update at Public Policy Day. And
what an update! She not only
gave the essentials of the bills
she and her cohorts were
following but, in the days before
term limits when she had known
some of the legislators for over
15 years, she could give
extensive commentary on the
political implications, strategies
being used (not by her!) to get
votes or twist arms, and, as a
friend was fond of saying,
“where the bodies were buried.”
This was all done with layman’s
explanations and good humor.

(Nomination, continued)
and because of this relationship she was a valued source of statewide
information. If legislative activities were involved Elaine wanted to be
involved – it was her passion!

Elaine joined the Foothills Branch in 1972 and became a LIFE
member ten years later. She served the branch in many
positions, frequently as Legislative/Public Policy Chair. Most
members are unaware of her strongest focus - that of
education. She was always involved in branch fundraisers for
the Educational Foundation and encouraged members to
promote Association/National educational programs both
actively and financially. It was one of the reasons she had joined
and continued to support the organization. Financial support of
the Legal Advocacy Fund could be considered a third passion
within AAUW’s mission. Elaine chaired this fundraiser for many
years and initiated a “Blessings” sheet consisting of a list of
items, from material possessions to individual accomplishments,
with a suggested monetary valve attached (from $.25 to $5.00).
The totaled amount on members sheets were suggested
donations for LAF. It became a fun activity as members figured
up their individual “worth.”
Health problems had sidelined Elaine’s involvement in recent
years but after each meeting, be it National, state, or branch,
she wanted a report. Age had not dulled her mental capacity
and she still wanted to be kept up-to-date on the latest
information. During the winter of 1987, the editors of the state
newsletter instituted a “Daisy Award,” in recognition of a
member’s contribution to Colorado AAUW, and to their branch.
In recognition for her work with the Lobby Corps, Elaine
Gardner became the first “Daisy” recipient and her
accomplishments were highlighted in an article in the bulletin.
After all these years Elaine still deserves the title of “Daisy”,
as well as “Legislative Guru”. She was the master and her
dedication has been the guide for those who have followed. Her
leadership has been missed the past few years, but her passing
leaves a tremendous void in the hearts of members who
cherished and loved her as a friend.
– Betsy Loague

Elaine was also a treasured
resource for branches, especially
Foothills, and church groups
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when our Colorado ballot was
filled with proposed
Constitutional amendments and
other proposals. She would sort
out the issues, give pros and
cons and, when AAUW had a
position, carefully explain – and
cajole. She was always
particularly interested in
education issues and often
moderated school board
candidate forums for Foothills.
When Elaine, Betty and Ina
retired from the Capitol, Betty
Flaten and I made a feeble
attempt to continue AAUW’s
efforts and soon found how
difficult it was to keep up with
even a minimal amount of
testifying and emailing. Our
admiration for Elaine soared as
we soon realized that it was
essentially full-time effort during
the session. Two years and we
gave up! So her 25 years of
lobbying – wow!!
Besides the “serious stuff,”
Elaine loved a good laugh and
we had many at Branch
meetings, various events, and
over lunch. She modeled civic
involvement at its best and

taught us all a lot. This award
each one of us can do to make a
should have been given to her
better place for our gender.
years ago! I hope she knew how Diane Norten, Douglas County &
much we appreciated her.
eNetwork Branches, Past State
Melinda (Lindy) Reed, AAUW CO
President
Public Policy Co-Chair, Foothills
____________________
Branch until 2017
Lakewood Branch member Elaine Gardner was the founder
and “mother” of AAUW
____________________
Colorado Public Policy. The
I did not get to know Elaine
accolades and recognition we
personally but I knew of her
receive today for our advocacy
dedication to AAUW and her
and stellar Public Policy Day
commitment to the betterment began in the 1970’s when Elaine
of women and girls. Elaine
became the volunteer lobbyist
attended the same Public Policy for our organization. Her
meetings that I did and everyone commitment to AAUW issues,
always listened in awe at the
her determined but always
thoroughness of the information professional approach, and
she reported on. She spent
positive attitude made her one
hours becoming informed on
of the most respected lobbyists
issues, updates and support of
at the Colorado Legislature.
legislative actions that affect
Senators and Representatives of
women in addition to the hours both parties welcomed her
spent on site at the Capital. She comments, thoughts and
encouraged others to be aware
testimony on issues pertaining
and to contact their legislatures. to women, girls, and families.
She was an example of what
For over twenty-five years she
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was a familiar and dedicated
face at the Capitol.

values, she worked tirelessly to
impact legislation addressing
Elaine’s legislative reports were them. She knew talking to the
eagerly awaited by branches and “tribe” was not a way to effect
change and forward movement.
the state organization. She
summarized the monumental list Elaine knew her work was not to
of bills and legislation with
be completed in a week, a year
clarity, thoroughness, and a wry or even two or three years. She
sense of humor. Many
realized this was, at best,
individuals came to Public Policy generational. I do not remember
Day just to hear Elaine’s
her ever degrading an individual
legislative update. She knew all for their beliefs or lack of
the stories at the Capitol and
awareness; rather she saw them
was sometimes a resource for
as a challenge. She was
newer legislators unfamiliar with extremely well organized and
the history of proceedings.
went about her lobbying efforts
in a focused and non-combative
There was only one Elaine
manner. And never losing sight
Gardner and her dedication to
AAUW Colorado is legendary and she was working on issues that
a most important element of our were impactful to every member
of American and Colorado
state organization’s success.
society, not only members of
Betty Flaten, AAUW CO Program AAUW.
Co-Chair, Legacy of Leadership
Awardee 2014 As my life progressed I found
Foothills Branch Member, now myself in a position whereby I
Lakewood & Boulder Branch was responsible for addressing
Member public policy issues on these
same issues: equal rights for
____________________
women and children. The
My memories of Elaine Gardner: lessons I learned from Elaine
served me well in my work over
I was a young member of AAUW
the years. To that end, I will
with a small child and found
always remember Elaine as a
AAUW to parallel my values of
dedicated advocate, a tireless
equal rights for women and
worker and a woman of high
children with education being a
principles. She made a
key to bringing about a more
difference of far greater
universal acceptance to those
significance than she would ever
values.
acknowledge.
To that end, I became involved
Gail Wilson
with AAUW at a state level
Public Policy Committee,
within the Public Policy arena.
Littleton South Metro Branch,
That is where I encountered
formerly of Colorado Springs
Elaine Gardner. And what a joy
Branch
it was to get to know her. Not
____________________
only did Elaine embody those

We all know what a wonderful
job she did as our head lobbyist
for so many years. But, one of
the fun things I remember about
her is how, at Public Policy Day,
she would lead us in exercises. It
was a nice break from all the
sitting of the day. She truly was
a remarkable, knowledgeable
and sincere lady. I feel
privileged to have known her.
Georgina Burns
Public Policy Committee
Colorado Springs Branch
____________________

I am so honored to have known
Elaine Gardner. She was a
constant worker for AAUW. One
of her biggest contributions was
the formation and leader of our
Lobby Corps. She put our
legislative agenda on her back
and worked tirelessly at the
Colorado state legislature to
ensure that the legislators knew
who and what AAUW was and
what we stood for. Colorado
AAUW could not have had a
more knowledgeable lobbyist. In
addition, she was highly
respected. When she spoke to
legislators and in committees,
she was heard. How blessed we
were to have had Elaine as a
vital member of Colorado
AAUW.
Sincerely, Candace Crumb,
Colorado Springs Branch
____________________

Elaine did so much for AAUW for
so long it is difficult to even
quantify. She was an active and
involved member, always
working for AAUW’s mission of
5

equality for women and girls
long before her lobbying days.
With the inception of Colorado
AAUW’s Public Policy Committee
and Lobby Corps her work really
began. For so many years she
was a constant advocate for
public policy issues for AAUW
through lobbying at the State
Legislature. Our organization
owes much of our respect today
from the informed and tireless
efforts of Elaine. Everyone
listened when Elaine spoke
whether they agreed with her or
not. During our annual Public
Policy Day meeting we all looked
forward to her Legislative
Update. I even remember having
her get everyone up out of our
chairs for a short exercise time
to get us moving again after
lunch. So thank you Elaine for
everything you did to further the
mission of AAUW. You are
greatly missed.

For 25 years, she initiated,
coordinated, and directed
AAUW's Lobby Corp, setting the
standard for effective and
efficient lobbying nationwide.
Her special legislative summaries
presented at the annual Public
Policy Days were not to be
missed. Elaine's intelligence, wit,
and sense of humor brought life
to legislation.
The work of the Lobby Corps
reinforced the important
connection between our AAUW
mission statement and public
policy in Colorado. Thank you,
Elaine, for truly being a Colorado
AAUW trailblazer!
Sherry Hitztaler
Co-Founder of Legacy of
Leadership Award
Douglas County & Lakewood
Branch
____________________

public policy. Elaine was one of
the few women in the AAUW
who always made me feel
welcome and was interested in
my education, work, and
viewpoint. She taught me to
navigate the legislative process
of the Colorado capitol and to
develop my advocacy skills.
Elaine volunteered endlessly as
an AAUW lobbyist in the
Colorado Legislature for more
than 30 years. She enjoyed her
family and ventured into other
projects such as serving on the
scholarship committee for
I.O.O.F. Lodge. She was devoted
to women’s rights, social justice,
and making the world a better
place for everyone.
Connie Paeglow
AAUW Denver Branch Past
President
AAUW CO eNetwork Member
____________________

Elaine was a mentor to me, and
I had the privilege of meeting
Sally Mathewson
was largely responsible for my
Elaine Gardner through the
State Public Policy Committee
AAUW and working with her on career with Colorado AAUW.
Co-Founder of Legacy of
Leadership Award
Colorado Springs Branch Foothills AAUW - Membership Roster 1996 – 1997
Elaine Gardner was on the membership roster for many years:
____________________
Elaine Gardner epitomizes the
essence of the Colorado AAUW
Legacy of Leadership Award.
Throughout her many years of
involvement in AAUW, her high
level of dedication and
leadership contributed to her
branch and to the State,
particularly in her role as chief
AAUW lobbyist in the Colorado
Legislature.







1996 - 1997 as Legal Advocacy Fund Chair
2003 - 2004 Legal Advocacy Fund
2006 2007 Legal Advocacy Fund
2011 - Member of Leadership Team
2011 - 2012 - Recorder for Foothills Branch

Foothills Travel Group presented slide show program on
Penguins during her travels
Elaine had a long time affiliation with the Colorado House and
Senate to report findings to Foothills Branch.
Sylvia Wedmore, Foothills Branch
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Her encouragement and
friendship were so valuable as I
started my leadership role there
and in my community, leading to
a successful professional
position. I recall a trip that I
drove her to Durango over Red
Mountain Pass, a new and
alarming experience for her.
I was so sad to hear of her
passing.
Sherryl Hall Peterson
Gunnison Branch, Past State
President
____________
Elaine Gardner dedicated many
years of her life leading Colorado
AAUW’s lobby corps and
MARGE BEHM, E LAINE GARDNER , AND BETTE H UTCHINSON
lobbying at the Colorado
statehouse. She spent untold
all women. She was great in
Elaine Gardner was a wonderful
hours in working to protect
working with both the branches and very special lady. I first met
public education and equity for
and the legislature.
her back in the 80's at the first
women and girls in Colorado.
Pam Jones, Aurora Branch Colorado AAUW conventions I
She maintained communications
President attended. She was a delightful
with those of us interested in
person to visit with, and we all
____________________
such issues.
It was inspiring to witness her
hard work for each and every
one of us. She is so deserving of
the Legacy of Leadership Award!
Mary Wylie, Lakewood Branch
____________________

The Aurora branch is very happy
with what Elaine Garner did for
years in establishing the "Lobby
Corps." Her accomplishments in
this important work kept the
local branches in tune with what
the state legislatiure was doing,
promoting or opposing bills
affecting our interests as
Coloradans and the interests of

MARIE MCILVENNAN, ELLIE GAGER, LINDA ROBERTSON, ELAINE GARDNER, CAROL COON,
BILLY MILLER, AND CO STATE PRESIDENT JOAN PETERSON (AURORA BRANCH), AT THE
CELEBRATION OF THE FOOTHILLS BRANCH’S 40TH ANNIVERSARY. BETSY LOAGUE, AS
“MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES,” HAD JUST PRESENTED THEM WITH AAUW KEY FOBS.
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admired her dedication to
AAUW. She was respected by
all at the State House for her
professional representation of
our policies. At one time she
visited the Gunnison Branch to
present a program on the
activities of her job, and an update on the session just finished.
She was great!

Foothills Branch. When I
accepted a Lakewood branch
The AAUW National organization
position to be a contact for
publishes biennially our Public
Public Policy announcements
Policy priorities and within
Colorado there is a continuing all and had questions, I was advised
to call Elaine Gardner. I did, and
volunteer committee who do a
she provided me nurturing
lot of the footwork for our
counsel so I could fulfill the
organization, aauw.org and
position I had accepted.
aauw-co.aauw.net.
I can still hear her voice and that
Elaine was our volunteer Lobby
We will all miss her and remem- Corps Director for 25 years that I was in 2011-13. I know her voice
ber her fondly.
and example will guide me
was not a part of this
always.
Bobbi Harper. Gunnison Branch, organization. I met her much
Stormy McDonald
Past State Treasurer later and knew her only as a
AAUW Colorado President Elect
member of the neighboring
____________________
Elaine was such a vivacious
personality. When she came into
a room she filled the room in
such a good way!!!
Kathy Anthony
Lakewood Branch
____________________

otherwise know nothing about.

The following AAUW mission statements, as they changed
dynamically through the years to meet changing societal needs,
were what guided Elaine’s contributions to AAUW for women all
over the world.




To Stephen, Cheryl, Mark and
Rebecca; and Andrew, John,
Peter and Michael,



Women and girls are fortunate
to have had your mother and
grandmother here in Colorado in
AAUW and as our volunteer
lobbyist and director. We are still
fortunate to have the legacy of
her leadership and new leaders
who knew her and carry on our
mission actively. AAUW
Colorado’s annual Public Policy
Day, the first Saturday of
February, is my favorite event of
AAUW. It is most enlightening
each year and stretches my
knowledge on subjects I would







AAUW program enables members to assume a responsible role
in meeting societal needs, to continue their intellectual growth
and to secure broader opportunities for women. (1975)
Membership in AAUW enables women to continue their
intellectual growth, to further the advancement of women and
to discharge their special responsibilities to society. (1981)
AAUW promotes equity for women, education and selfdevelopment over the life span, and positive societal change.
(1986)
AAUW promotes equity for all women and girls, lifelong
education, and positive societal change. In principle and
practice, AAUW values and
seeks a diverse membership.
There shall be no barriers to
fill participation in this organization on the basis of gender,
race, creed, age, sexual
orientation, national origin
or disability. (1998)
AAUW advances equity for
women and girls through
advocacy, education and
research. (2009)
Advancing Equity for Women
and Girls through Advocacy,
Education, Philanthropy and
8
Research. (Current)
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M ARILYN GRAYBILL AND ELAINE
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